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Abstract
A multi-sectorial regime of protection including international treaties, conservation and 
security measures, demand reduction campaigns and quasi-military interventions has been 
established to protect rhinos. Despite these efforts, the poaching of rhinos and trafficking 
of rhino horn continue unabated. This dissertation asks why the illegal market in rhinoceros 
horn is so resilient in spite of the myriad measures employed to disrupt it. A theoretical 
approach grounded in the sociology of markets is applied to explain the structure and 
functioning of the illegal market. The project follows flows of rhino horn from the source 
in southern Africa to illegal markets in Southeast Asia. The multi-sited ethnography included 
participant observations, interviews and focus groups with 416 informants during fourteen 
months of fieldwork. The sample comprised of, amongst others, convicted and active rhino 
poachers, smugglers and kingpins, private rhino breeders and hunting outfitters, African 
and Asian law enforcement officials, as well as affected local communities and Asian  
consumers. Court files, CITES trade data, archival materials, newspaper reports and social 
media posts were also analysed to supplement findings and to verify and triangulate data 
from interviews, focus groups and observations.
Central to the analysis is the concept of “contested illegality”, a legitimization mechanism 
employed by market participants along the different segments of the horn supply chain. 
These actors’ implicit or explicit contestation of the state-sponsored label of illegality serves 
as a legitimising and enabling mechanism, facilitating participation in gray or illegal markets 
for rhino horn. The research identified fluid interfaces between legal, illegal and gray markets, 
with recurring actors who have access to transnational trade structures, and who also 
possess market and product knowledge, as well as information about the regulatory regime 
and its loopholes. It is against the background of colonial, apartheid and neoliberal  
exploitation and marginalization of local communities that a second argument is introduced: 
the path dependency of conservation paradigms. Underpinning rhino conservation and 
regulation are archaic and elitist conservation regimes that discount the potential for  
harmonious relationships between local communities and wildlife. The increasing  
militarization of anti-poaching measures and green land grabs are exacerbating the rhino 
problem by alienating communities further from conservation areas and wild animals. The 
third argument looks at how actors deal with coordination problems in transnational illegal 
markets. Resolving the coordination problems of cooperation, value and competition are 
considered essential to the operation of formal markets. It is argued that the problem of 
security provides an additional and crucial obstacle to actors transacting in markets. The 
systematic analysis of flows between the researched sites of production, distribution and 
consumption of rhino horn shows that the social embeddedness of actors facilitates the 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 	 	 	



































































































































































			2000	 0	 7	 							7	
2001	 4	 													2	 												6	
2002	 20	 5	 25	
2003	 14	 8	 22	
2004	 7	 3	 10	
2005	 10	 3	 13	
2006	 17	 7	 24	
2007	 10	 3	 13	
2008	 36	 47	 837	
2009	 50	 72	 122	
2010	 146	 187	 333	
2011	 252	 196	 448	
2012	 425	 253	 668	
2013	 606	 398	 1004	
2014	 827	 388	 1215	
2015	 826	 349	 11758	
	
Source:	Department	of	Environmental	Affairs	(2014b)	&	Molewa	(2016)	


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Phase Economic	and	political	events Wildlife	conservation	and	utilization 










































































































































































































































Sector	 Value	(ZAR)	 Value	(€)	 Percentage	
Recreational	hunting	industry		 3,100,000,000		 283,300,000	 66	
Translocation	(capture)	 750,000,000	 68,542,600	 16	
Trophy	hunting	industry		 510,000,000	 46,609,000	 11	
Taxidermy		 200,000,000		 18,278,000	 4	
Live	animal	sales	(auctions)		 94,000,000	 8,590,670	 2	
Meat	production		 42,000,000		 3,838,390	 1	


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010	 2011–2014	
White	rhinos	 87	 91	 252	 138	 	
Black	rhinos	 0	 0	 0	 0	 	
Species	undisclosed	 	 	 	 	 354239	
Average	price	per	rhino/	ZAR	 176	969	 252	341	 207	660	 207	080	 228	984	
Average	price	per	rhino	/	€	 18	355	 20	978	 17	816	 21	369	 19	172	
Total	income	in	ZAR240	 15	396	280	 22	963	000	 52	330	300	 28	577	071	 81	060	538	


























































































































































































































White	rhino	bull	 225	000	 15	454	 310	000	 21	721	
White	rhino	cow	
and	calf		




600	000	 41	212	 /	 /	
White	rhino	cow	 540	000	 37	091	 450	000	 31	530	
White	rhino	
heifer	






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Name	of	country	 Relevance	to	rhinos	 Date	1	 Date	2	
Angola	 FR	&	T	 02/10/2013	(A)	 31/12/2013	
Botswana	 R	&	T	 14/11/1977	(A)	 12/02/1978	
Cambodia	 FR	&	T	&	C	 04/07/1997	(R)	 02/10/1997	
China	 FR	&	T	&	C	 08/01/1981	(A)	 08/04/1981	
Czech	Republic	 T	&	C	 14/04/1993	(S)	 01/01/1993	
DR	Congo	 FR	&	T	 20/07/1976	(A)	 18/10/1976	
Ethiopia	 FR	&	T	 05/04/1989	(A)	 04/07/1989	
Germany	 T	 22/03/1976	(R)	 20/06/1976	
India	 R	&	T		 20/07/1976	(R)		 18/10/1976	
Indonesia	 R	&	T	 28/12/1976	(A)	 28/03/1979	
Ireland	 T	 08/01/2002	(R)	 08/04/2002	
Japan	 C	 06/08/1980	(Ac)	 04/11/1980	
Kenya	 R	&	T	 13/12/1978	(R)	 13/03/1979	
Laos	 T	&	C	 01/03/2004	(A)	 30/05/2004	
	 230	
Lesotho	 T	 01/10/2003	(R)	 30/12/2003	
Malawi	 R		 05/02/1982	(A)	 06/05/1982	
Malaysia	 R	&	T	 20/10/1977	(A)	 18/01/1978	
Mozambique	 FR	&	T	 25/03/1981	(A)	 23/06/1981	
Myanmar	 R	&	T	&	C	 13/06/1997	(A)	 11/09/1997	
Namibia	 R	&	T	 18/12/1990	(A)	 18/03/1991	
Nepal	 R	&	T	 18/06/1975	(A)	 16/09/1975	
Netherlands	 T	 19/04/1984	(R)	 18/07/1984	
Nigeria	 T	 09/05/1974	(R)	 01/07/1975	
Pakistan	 R		 20/04/1976	(A)	 19/07/1976	
Poland	 T	 12/12/1989	(R)	 12/03/1990	
Qatar	 T	&	C	 08/05/2001	(A)	 12/03/1990	
Singapore	 T	 30/11/1986	(A)	 28/02/1987	
South	Africa	 R	 15/07/1975	(R)	 13/10/1975	
Swaziland	 R	&	T	 26/02/1997	(A)	 27/05/1997	
Tanzania	 R	&	T	 29/11/1979	(R)	 27/02/1980	
Thailand	 T	&	C	 21/01/1983	(R)	 21/04/1983	
Uganda	 R		 18/07/1991	(A)	 16/10/1991	
United	Arab	Emirates	 T	&	C	 08/02/1990	(A)	 09/05/1990	
United	Kingdom	 T	 02/08/1976	(R)	 31/10/1976	
United	States		 T		 14/01/1974	(R)	 01/07/1975	
Vietnam	 FR	&	T	&	C	 20/01/1994	(A)	 20/04/1994	
Yemen	 C	 05/05/1997	(A)	 03/08/1997	
Zambia	 R	&	T	 24/11/1980	(A)	 22/02/1981	





Date	1:	 	(A)	Accession	 	 Date	2:	Date	of	entry	into	force				 	 Relevance	to	rhinos:	
	 	(Ap)	Approval	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (R)	Range	State	
	 	(C)	Continuation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (FR)	Former	Range	State	
	 	(R)	Ratification	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (T)	Transit	State	


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































after	 the	 hunt.	 The	 payments	would	 have	 been	 in	 cash.	 I	 was	 only	 to	 source	 rhino.	
[Name	of	South	African	intermediary]	used	his	own	Professional	Hunters...[…]…	These	
rhino	hunts	were	only	 for	 the	 rhino	horns	 and	not	 for	 the	 trophy.	 [Two	Vietnamese	
gentlemen]	were	responsible	for	getting	hunters	from	Vietnam	and	they	acted	as	the	



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 	2014	 2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	
Neutralized	 174	 133	 73	 82	 67	










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































will	 continue.	And	as	 long	as	Chinese	are	still	here,	 it’s	 impossible	 to	stop	 (Interview	
with	poacher,	Massingir,	2013).”	
	
“The	only	thing	that	can	stop	hunting	 is	 if	 the	government	speaks	to	people	 like	me,	
the	experienced	and	the	big	bosses	because	we	know	the	business,	and	who	goes	to	


























































































































































































































































































































































I  ………………………….………………………………………………………..…, 
Registration number ……………….    hereby declare that I am in custody at 
…………..…………………………………. Center. 
\ 
I hereby agree/do not agree to be interviewed by ………………………….. 
 
  I do so entirely at my own will and I do not hold the Department of    
  Correctional Services or any of its members, responsible for anything that 
might transpire from the interview. 
 
  I do not want any or expect any reward of any nature for partaking in the   
  interview. 
 
I certify that  I make this statement out of my own free will and understands 





  SIGNED:  ……………………………………  WITNESS:  ………………………………… 
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